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hletorlc nama Ellis-Schindler House
1.

other name8/slto numb€r Ellis, Robert, House

2, Locatlon
& number

stato rN codo TN oountv st. Joseph code l-4L rlo codo

3. Classificatlon
Ownorship of Property

prlvate
public"local
public-$tate
public-Federal

Name of reiated muitipre picperty iisting:
N/A

Category of Proparty

bulldlng(a)
dletrlct
alte

6tructurc
obJsct

trrtlntl

Number of FleEoureeo wlthln Proparly
Contributlng Noncontrlbutlng1 0_ buildtngcT -T rrroE

I - -.- structurcs
0 objectg
o Totat

Number of contrlbullng rg6ource8 prevlously
llsted in the National Reglster

n
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4. State/Federal Aqency Certlflcatlon

As the designaled, authority under lhe National Historic Preservation Act ot i966, as amended, I hereby cartlfy that thls
I Xlnomination I lrequest for determination of oligibllity meeta lhe documentatlon standards for regleterlng propsrtles in ths
National Register of Historic Places and me€ts the proc€dural and prolessional requlrement$ sol fonh ln 36 CFR Psrt 60.

ln my opinion, the property [-Xmeets IOo"r not meet the Natlonal Register criterla. IS"" continuation sheot.

DatoSignature of certifying otficial
lndiana Department of Natural Resources

Stale or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, th€ prop€rty LJmeets I ldoes not meet the National Reglster criteria, I lSae continuation Bheet.

Slgnature of commentlng or other otllclal

Stet€ or Federal egsncy and bureau

5. Nrtlonal Park Scrvlcc Certlflcatlon
l, hereby, certify that thls prop€rly iB:

f entered In the Natlonei Regleter,

f, Se" contlnuatlon sho€t,

I determlned eligible lor the National
Register. f] S"" conlinuatlon shest.

f]deterqined not eligible lor the
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register.

f] other, (explain:)

Signature ol th€ Keopef Dat€ ot Actlon



6. Function or Use
Hisloric Functions (enter calegories from instructions)

DO}IESTIC: single dwell j-rrg
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

HEALTH CARE: nlecical rf 'r,:-l"flg-qll--
,-, I lce

Architectural Classif ication
(ent€r categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Materials (enter categories from

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The E1lis-Schindler Hduse is the oldest known existing structure in the
City of Mishawaka. Built in 1834, it was moved from its original site,
707 Lincolnway West, to its present location, 900 Lincolnway West,
and the exterior restored to its original condition in 7979. The new
site is coincidentally the oldest platted section in }4ishawaka, being a
part of the Colonel John Smith Addition of the Ohio land grant. Its
features incl-ude brick walks, a stone drive, raised planting beds near
the building and ornamental trees, shrubs and ground cover to complete
the setting. An old Victorian fence is being placed. around the garden.

The Ellis-Schind.ler House is a fj-ne example of the Greek Revival style,
employing proportion and details of the Doric Order, especially in the
entablature. Typical of this style and incorporated in this house are
engaged columns flanking the entrance, a shouldered architrave over doors
and windows, an ordered entablature and attic windows in an enlarged
frieze. The structure itself is rectangular in shape, one and one-half
stories wj-th a gabled roof running front to rear. It has wood clapboard
siding, vertical cornerboards, wood trim and wood roof shingles
resembling the original.

The main facade is dominated by a heavy raking entablature and a recessed
front entry porch. The entablature consists of a projecting cornice, a
large flat frieze board capped by a row of dentils, and a two row
architrave separated from the f-,rieze by contj-nuous regulae. The recessed
porch, offset to the 1eft, is crowned by architrave of similar detail
as the entablature and supported by paneled pilasters. The pilasters
are adorned with carved ornaments resembling stylized honeysuckle leaves
at the top and bottom, with a stepped capital and simple base. The
columns are repeated at the inside corners of the recess, framing the
entry. Above the door is a transom bar and leaded glass transom tight.
The transom bar is supported by an accouplement of fluted pilasters on
each side. The molding around the transom light and the interior porch
walls at the ceiling is a series of squares, each sguare having a
pyramidal relief. This molding pattern also surrounds the large second
story front gable window, which appears to be original. Set to the
right of the entry are two six-over-six wood double wing sash windows
wiLh simple architrave headers.

foundation BRICK
walls

E See continuation shoet
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The sides of the structure are simply adorned, with sets of first story
windows similar to the pair in front. There are two windows on the
east facade, both offset to the north (right). The west facade has
four symmetrically placed windows. The entablature, with its cornice,
dentils , frieze, -re-gutae and archj-trave pattern similar to the front
facade, runs the leigth of each side and returns four feet around
each corner of the fiont facade. Situated in the frieze board are
narrow attic windows, three on each side.

The rear of the structure is even less adorned with no decoration of
any consequence. A twelve foot addition, running the full width of
the house with a shed roof sloping back to it, was constructed at the
time of the move. A single ="cond story window was cut into the original
structure, next to an existing double window'

In L979, a substantial- rehabilitation was undertaken which included
moving the house. on its original site, the house was closely hemmed.

in by later houses. The new site is about one block west on the
oppo-=it" side of the same street (see map). Prior to the move, the
house had a c.1,920 Bungalow style porch lnd a later rear room addition.
These were removed and discarded. The house was placed on a new
concrete foundation detailed so that original foundation brick could
be veneered to the exterior. AIl clapboard siding was removed so that
rigid insulation could be installed. About 408 of the siding was re-
pliced in kind, the rest was reinstalled. Windows were rehabilitated.
t"lissing details, such as the refined ornamentation on the entry
pilasters, were indicated by paint layers. These details were
replaced. To the rear' a new addition was placed'

The interior has been modified to accomodate its new use as an
optometrist's office (see plan). A center ha11 was introduced, along
with a back hall running the width of the building. A lower ceiling
was ad.ded on the first iloor to house new HVAC lines (photo 10).
This tin ceiling was salvaged from old. buildings which were located
in downtown Mishawaka.

Still intact on the first floor are the front parlor window surrounds
(photo L2l. The surrounds are shouldered and consist of fluted boards
and corner blocks carved with Greek drama mask motifs. These windows
have paneled shutter blinds as do aI1 wj.ndows in the house- Below these
windows are kick panels. Simple baseboards remain in the parlor. Old
wood flooring remains in the house-
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Pine, Poplar, and oak floors are found in the house. Some have been
carpeted, h.tlway= have refinished floors, and on the second floor'
the wood floor was Painted.

The second floor has a sma11 apartment with one bedroom- No alterations
were und.ertaken on this level -



t . Steie'ntent *i ljit:r'ifi;&0d
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ApplicableNational RegisterCriteria f]n tre EC f]O
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) nn Ee f]C IO f]e nr [e
Areas of Signilicance (enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
Period of Significance
1834

Significanl Dates
l_834

Cullural Atfiliation
N/A

t,liy'f", Person ArchitecUBuilder
Unknown

State significance of property, and justity crileria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Ellis-Schindler House , 1834, is significant und.er Crj-terion C asan outstanding example of the Greek Revival style. It is one of fewhigh-style examples of this mode left in St. .roseph County, and oneof only two Greek Revival style buildings in Mishlwaka; It is alsothe oldest known building in the town. The house was moved j-n Ig79,but due io its architectural i-mportance, the Ellis-Schindler Housesatisfies Criterion Consi-deration B.

The Ellis-Schindler House is unusual for its bold classical- detail-The diamond-rusticated moldin9s, use of heavy entablatures, an6 refinedhoneysuckle'leaf ornamentation are not often found on Greek Revival
homes of this scal-e and they suggest a pattern book source.

The house was built by Robert Ellis in 1834. Ellis was an undertaker.The Ellis family owned the house until LB72 when the property was sol-dto John J- Schindler who also owned the neighboring property at 703Lincolnway West. John Schindler owned the propertf Lntil 1915 whenownership passed to his son Aloysius J. Schindler.- At the time of A. J.Schindler's death in February 1960, the property was sold to KennethCoddins who still owns the properties at 703 a.ra 707 Lincolnway West.Dr. and lv1rs. speiser purchased the house and moved it in rg7g.
John J- Schindler was born in February 1851, in Buffalo, New york,of
German immigrant parents. The family ielocated to Mishawaka in 1g69,five (5) years after John J. came to Mishawaka to work at the st.Joseph Flouring Mil1s which were owned by his uncles. His fatherestablished a grocery and a hotel business which John J. inherited atthe time of his fatherrs death in L872. rn IB7z, John J. Schindlerbegan an insurance business which stil1 continues today. He also servedMishawaka as a notary public, a township trustee from fggg -LBg2r drrattorney in the Department of rnterior gureau of pensions from iggo-1894 and Secretary of the County Board of Education, as well as anorganizer of township libraries in district schools. Ur. Schindlerwas also a direbtor of the First National Bank of=gishawaka, Vice

LXJ See continuation shoet
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President of the First Trust and Savings company, a-director of }tlishawaka
Trust and Savings Company, a director of eeiger Realty Company' member

of the City Couicil ana Secretary of the Public Utility Company'

In total, the schind.ler family owned the property 3t 707 Lincolnway
West from IB72 until 1960 a period of eighty-eight (BB) years'
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Verbal Boundary DescriPtion

Lot Number B in
along with that
to the north of

s Second Addition
the vacated al}eY

to Mishawaka, Iirdiana,
immediately adjoining

John Smith'
portion of
said lot.

f] See contlnuatlon eheet

Boundary Justlflcellon

This is the legal description of the present address of the Ellis-
Schindler House.

f] See contlnuatlon th€ot
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